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California is losing ground in per-pupil spending, now ranking 46" in the
nation, and trailing the national average by nearly $2,000 per student.

Per-pupil
expendifures (PPE},
adjusted for regional
cost differences
{2005} Rank
[District of Columbla $12.429 | See nofe
INew Jersey $12,252 1
New York $12.218 2
Jermont $12,105 3
Myoming $11,126 4
Delaware $10.661 5
Connecticut $10,652 g
Rhade Island $10.,581 7
IMaine $10,538 8
Wisconsin $10,199 g
\West Virginia $10,073 10
IPennsylvania $9,985 11
Inassachusetls $8930 12
INebraska $9,930 13
IMaryland $9,.829 14
Indiana $9.542 16
Ohio $9,441 16
INew Hampshire $9.323 17
Inichigan $9.197 18
INorth Dakota $9,181 19
rirginia $9,163 20
lowa $9.026 21
$93.022 | Seencie
8|83
$8,951 22
IMinnesota $8,851 2
|Kansas $8,862 24
Arkansas 58,740 25
South Dakota 58,736 26
Georgia $8.658 27
Hlinois 58,6521 28
fiouisiana $8.582 28
JAlaska $8,562 a0
INew Mexico $8.431 31
COregon $8,353 32
South Carolina $8.338 33
{idissouri $8,276 34
Kenftucky $7.978 35
Colorado $7.938 36
| Alabama $7.924 37
Texas $7 687 38
FHorida $7.53¢ 3G
Iniorth Carolina $7.525 40
Mississippt 37,513 41
Tennessee $7 506 42
‘Washington $7.432 43
Ckiahoma $7.331 44
Nevada $7 141 45
idaho $8,867
Arizona $6.232 48
Utah $5,483 44

Source: Education Week Quality Counts 2008
Note: Education Week excluded Washington DC and Hawaii from their rankings because they are single-jurisdiction states.

Education Week gave California a
grade of D+ for school funding

CA ranks 46t%, down
from 431 in just two
years, and nearly
$2,000 below the
national average.



Sample Letter to Legislator or
Governor from Parent

Dear XXX,

As a parent of a child in X grade, | was both outraged and saddened to learn about the Governor’s proposal
to cut funding to our schools. Year after year, we are being forced to fight to ensure our children receive the
quality education they need and deserve.

Whenever the state faces a budget shortage it seems politicians immediately attack our children and our
schools to solve the problem. That's just not fair. Our kids had nothing to do with creating the current
budget problems and funding for their education is supposed to be protected.

The Governor’s proposed $4.8 billion budget cut will severely damage the quality of education in our state.
The proposal would decimate the voter-approved minimum-funding guarantee for schools. That is
incredibly short-sighted and simply unacceptable.

These budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools. A $4.8 billion cut to schools would mean
laying off tens of thousands of teachers, statewide increases in class size and the further erosion of the

support staff provided to our students. This would threaten the progress that our kids are beginning to
make.

At a time when we are starting to see progress in student learning throughout California, this budget
represents a giant step backward. Reading scores are up 25 percent and math scores have increased 17

percent in the last four years. This progress cannot continue with these proposed cuts to our public
schools.

As aparent, | understand the challenges inherent in balancing a budget, but | strongly oppose Governor
Schwarzenegger's 2008-09 budget proposal and plans to eviscerate funding for students and schools. Our
kids and our schools did not create this budget problem, and their education and future progress shouldn't
be undermined because of it. My child, my student, deserves better than this.

Sincerely,



Sample Letter to the Editor #2

(Most letters to the editor need to be kept to about 200 words — but your local paper will have specifications
on their Web site and also in their “letters” section.)

Dear Editor:

I'm a (PARENT) of a student at (SCHOOL NAME) here in (CITY NAME), and I'm very concerned about
how the Governor's proposed $4.8 billion education funding cuts will impact our local schools.

These cuts are equivalent to $24,000 less for every classroom, or increasing class sizes by more than a
third.

| know first-hand how important smaller class sizes are to improving student learning, and | don't want to
see us turn back the clock on our kids' education. Smaller classes have helped my child excel in math and
reading, and to deny that opportunity to other students would be a terrible mistake.

Or: (give a personal example - i.e. my son/daughter excelled in school when he/she was able to take an art
class that sparked his/her interest in the history of the Renaissance.)

I'd hate to see programs like this slashed — because when we cut these important learning opportunities,
we're short-changing our kids.

Voters passed Proposition 98 twenty years ago to ensure a minimum funding guarantee for our schools.
Over the years, we've reaffirmed our support for this law. It's time for the politicians to listen to the voters
and stop trying to siphon money away from our students.

| want to urge the Legislature to reject the Governor's short-sighted budget and invest in California’s future.
Sincerely,
(NAME)

(CITY)
(CONTACT INFORMATION)



Sample Letter to the Editor #1

Dear Editor,

As a school leader, | follow the state’s budget situation each year, often with great interest and sometimes
with great dread.

We all knew that this year California would be facing a huge budget deficit. But nothing prepared me for
Gov. Schwarzenegger's initial solution: solving the fiscal emergency strictly through budget cuts, including
cutting education by a whopping $4.8 billion.

All too often when the state faces a budget shortage it seems like politicians immediately want to attack
Proposition 98, the minimum funding guarantee for education, to solve the problem. The fact is Proposition
98 exists to protect funding for students’ education.

The recent ‘Getting Down to Facts’ studies showed that education needs more, not less, funding. Yet,
many of the very same people who have ignored the improvement in test scores over the last four years,

and who decry the state of education in California, now want to take an ax to education funding. It flies in
the face of logic.

| appreciate the Governor's tough challenge in balancing the budget, but | strongly oppose his 2008-09
budget proposal and plans to eviscerate Proposition 98. Our students and schools did not create this
budget problem, and their education and future progress shouldn't be undermined because of it.

These budget reductions would be disastrous to public schools. A $4.8 billion cut to schools would mean
laying off tens of thousands of teachers, statewide increases in class size and the further erosion of the

" support classified and paraprofessional staff provide to our students. This would threaten the progress that

our students are beginning to make. Reading scores are up 25 percent and math scores have increased 17

percent in the last four years. This progress cannot continue with these proposed cuts to our public
schools.

Locally, this would mean (laying off XXXX teachers; cutting XXXX programs; other examples) in our school
district, and | am confident that our school community won't stand for it.

Sincerely,



